Emerald Tablet
The Fairly Regular Newsletter of San Marcos Masonic Lodge 342 AF&AM

what’s missing in masonry?

Recently, a Brother sent me a PDF article that really hit home as I read it; it’s proper title is Laudable Pursuit: A
21st Century Response to Dwight Smith. The commentary was written in response to a series of articles written
in the 1960’s by Dwight Smith, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Indiana. I call the
article What’s Missing in Masonry?
The article is enclosed for your reading; it’s thirty-nine pages but worth every minute it takes to read it. In
summary, here are the major points; I think the authors have hit the nail right on the head as to What’s Missing
in Masonry.
1. Many Grand Lodges are lowering standards in order to bring in warm bodies, for more revenue, and to
attempt to return to what is viewed by some as—The Glory Days. The lower levels of participation and dues
income (inescapable realities of our times) can no longer support some of the large Masonic buildings and
institutional charities built during the days of massive memberships and income generation.
2. Masonry has been intentionally steered away from its original purpose of being an Initiatory Order and a
gentleman’s philosophical and spiritual refuge, and has consequently been directed towards being a service
club, aping the Rotarians, Lions, or Elks. continues on page 2
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Public recognition of Masonry’s good deeds has taken priority
over the whole point of becoming a Mason, which is for a man
to seek a higher level of spiritual enlightenment and become
intimately closer to his Creator through the benefits of the
Initiatory processes and subsequent study and meditation; the
final benefit to mankind is that such a man will ultimately strive
for “nobler deeds, higher thoughts, and greater achievements”.
3. Festive Boards were at one time an integral part of Masonic
functions; only in the last few years has the Festive Board /
Agape Feasts been reintroduced into the Lodge calendars. The
success of the Third Tuesday events in San Marcos is solid prove
that if you create the environment, Masons will be drawn to the
Light.
4. Becoming a Mason in many areas has become too casual and
easy, the time between degrees is rushed, and dues and degree
fees are way too inexpensive. Humans tend to value most the
things that they have to work hard for, and paying a substantial
sum for participation is part of that increased perception of
value. Dressing in casual or street clothing for Lodge meetings
has become commonplace and has demeaned the entire
experience for everyone involved.
5. The younger men who are arriving at the doors of Lodges are not
particularly interested in pancake breakfasts and fish fries, they
do not enjoy boring meetings, and they are very disappointed by
the conscious efforts to demystify the Craft and the uninformed
denials that Masonry has any secrets. Masonry is replete with
concealed arcana, some of which could emotionally traumatize
some of our most devoted but less informed members. Some
of these younger men have come to Masonry as Seekers and we
must assist them in their quest, or they will leave.
6. Lodges should be a place where the new and active members
regularly meet for fun, socializing, and intellectual exchange
and these activities need to be interesting to young men, and less
focused on “the older guys”.
7. Lodges used to be called Temples and should once again be
referred to as Temples, because that is what they are. Temples
(especially Lodgerooms)
8. The progressive line for officers should be carefully selected so
that a Brother who is not fit or prepared to lead a Temple does
not become the Master. The wrong man at the helm can wreck a
Temple on the rocks in very short order. Getting into “the line”
does not guarantee in any manner that a man will become the
Master of the Temple.
9. It may be a painful reality to some that the number of Masonic
Lodges in Texas is going to shrink by large numbers in the next
few years; we should all get used to the idea and begin to plan for
the changes that will accompany these inevitable events.
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What’s missing in masonry...

The Lesser Lights

The surviving Masonic Temples will probably
be in or near larger towns and cities. Lodges on
the decline we be forced to consider merging or
combining assets with other Lodges to reduce costs
or avoid demising.
10.It is my speculation that the Masonic Temples that
will flourish in the future will be characterized by
elevated dues and degree fees, extended periods for
admission and advancement, suits and ties will be
standard attire, Lodge membership roles will be
smaller, Festive Boards will be regularly scheduled
events, education and discussion groups will be a
primary focus of Lodge activities, degrees will be
conferred with the sincere intention of them being a
powerful initiatory experience for the candidate, and
the demographic of a Masonic Temple will be much
younger and more educated than today’s levels.

After decades of compromising the geometry and
symbolism of the Symbolic Lodge, it is no surprise
that very few Masons understand its complexity and
beauty. San Marcos Lodge 342 is leading the way to
restoring the Symbolic Lodge according to the work of
Albert Mackey, HPH Bromwell and Jewel P Lightfoot.

—Brother John Tolbert, WM, San Marcos 342
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At the Grand Communication this past year, San
Marcos 342 proposed and successfully defended
Resolution 26 which provides lodges the option of
arranging the lesser lights according to the lodge
in which they are placed—the lesser lights are
configured differently in all three lodges. The photo
below, contributed by Brother John Sisemore, is the
configuration of the lesser lights for the Fellowcraft
Lodge. Read more about Resolution 26 and its
implications on Page 5.
—Brother Paul Bullock, PM
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A NEW WEBSITE—A new direction

San Marcos Lodge 342 is a lodge of transformation. It
is a lodge of restoration and one of the finest examples
of the Traditional Observance Lodges in the State of
Texas, possibly in the country. In the Summer of 2012,
Worshipful Master John Tolbert asked for an overhaul
of our website. The marching orders were to build a
new site that would represent the initiatives which have
been underway for the past four years. We wanted the
look to be inticing to those visiting the site. Something
that would leave visitors curious. Using the newly
designed shield for San Marcos 342, we built a new
look for San Marcos website from scratch. Currently
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the website has the bare bones content found on most
Masonic websites: A statement of what Freemasonry
is and who should join. Information about the
San Marcos shield, history of the lodge, officers, a
calendar, how to contact us and links to other Masonic
organizations, lodges, esoteric information and
resources for fraternal supplies. If you have additional
information you would like to see on the website, email
Brother Paul Bullock. If you have not yet visited the
site, the address is: http://sanmarcoslodge342.org
—Brother Paul Bullock, PM
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RESOLUTION 26

It started with an argument about Jewel P Lightfoot’s
Monitor of the lodge. Lightfoot was a student of
HPH Bromwell’s work. Bromwell and other 19th
Century Masonic Scholars were attempting to restore
the lost Geometry and Symbolism of the Lodge—
to preserve it for future generations of Masons. It
was a noble undertaking and daunting amount of
research. Bromwell’s dissertation took the better
part of twenty years to complete. His opus, albeit
controversial, helps Masons understand the complexity
of Masonic geometry and symbolism of the Lodge.
Reading Bromwell can be taxing. While he was well
educated and extremely intelligent, his writing style is
challenging for most modern men.
HPH Bromwell, Albert Mackey and Albert Pike
were contemporaries and comprised the Masonic
intellectual Trinity of the mid to late 19th Century.
They shared a common angst of losing our
understanding of geometry and symbolism in the
lodge to ignorance. Today, as in every generation of
Masons, many are concerned with the dilution and
loss of our most precious possesion—symbolism—the
essence and language of Freemaonry.
It is important to understand that Speculative
Freemasonry is a system which was designed by
thinking men—who preferred the drink of intellectual
exchange to that of rum—including: Sir William
Stuckley, Sir Isaac Newton, Jean DeSaguliers
and John Anderson. All of these men—like their
contemporaires—were students of the ancient
mysteries and initiatory systems found in all religions
and philosophies in the world. In the 1940s, British
author, Aldous Huxley, published his work The
Perennial Philosophy, An Interpretation of the Great
Mystics, East and West which identifies religious
and philosophical arguments common to ancient
and modern religions and philosophies. As you read
his book, you will find references to the foundation
philosophies of Freemasonry: Alchemy, Hermeticism
and the Qabalah. As you study Masonic Symbolism,
you will find common ground with Mystery systems
preceding it as well as Western and Eastern religions
and philosophies.
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Resolution 26 passing at the Grand Lodge of Texas
Grand Communication this past year is a significant
win for the emerging Traditional Observance and
Restoration movements. This resolution allows Texas
Lodges the option of configuring the representatives
of the lesser lights as presented in Lightfoot’s Monitor
of the Lodge, thus allowing Texas Lodges to restore an
important piece of Symbolism—the correct placement
of the Lesser Lights in each degree.
Kudos to San Marcos 342 for Resolution 26.
Some may question the importance of correctly
placing the lesser lights according to Lightfoot’s
Monitor. The same kind of argument can be applied
to everything we do. When we lose the correct form of
any part of our symbolism, we lose some of the deeper
understanding of Masonic geometry and cheapen the
Masonic experience.
Today, many lodge instructors have little
understanding of the Symbolic Lodge. Why? They
were probably taught by someone who didn’t
understand it either. Two generations later, it becomes
a self-perpetuating problem and with each generation
a little more of our symbolism slips away.
How many lodges have you visited which are still using
oblong instead of cubical ashlers? How many have
the correct sword upon the alter? If you were asked to
explain, in detail, the geometry of the Symbolic Lodge
to another Mason—could you do it?
There are reasons why we lose so many Masons
early in their Masonic experience. We teach them to
memorize initiatory ritual—the words of which we
parrot—but do we understand the deeper symbolic
meaning? If we don’t understand it, how can we help a
new initiate realize the richness of Freemasonry?
For generations, we have cut corners to save money,
removed valuable texts to avoid public scrutiny and
allowed the profane to trample through our Temples.
Time to go back to the future. Time to rebuild, restore,
study, learn, practice and teach.
Time for change—Brother Paul Bullock, PM
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perversion in the third degree
“There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.”
I often heard this line from Hamlet, at a very young age,
from my mother. This was her response to many questions
I asked as a child. Who are the good guys and who are the
bad guys: the Cowboys or the Indians, the Rebels or the
Yankees, the Americans or the “Krauts”? Born in Texas
I could identify with cowboys, but the lifestyles of the
Indians looked pretty cool, and they were living here first.
Right? I was born in the south, so were all people from the
north to be shunned? My dad fought for the Americans in
Europe during WW2, but both sets of my maternal greatgrandparents came from Germany. My grandmother spoke
only German until age 13, in fact, she, at that time, was
teaching me to speak German. So, are Germans good or
bad? Am I a good guy or bad guy? Today, my best answer
to this question comes from Alexander Solzhenitsyn: “The
divide between good and evil is not between people, but
cuts through the heart of every man.”
My mother also used this same Shakespearean quote to
answer some other questions at a young age I asked: “Is it
good to always win, is it bad to loose?” “Is it bad to die? Was
Great-grandma bad when she died?”
Power is mute. Energy is neutral. It just is. It is the source
of the energy and power and the intent of its use which
determines its relationship to terms such as “good or
bad”. Does it come from the light or does it move towards
the darkness? Is it for the betterment of mankind, for
generations to come; or is it for the profits of a present,
chosen few?
All clean things, given the intent, can be sullied. The most
spotless of linen dramatically shows the first spot of dirt.
What was once pure can be made putrid. Thus is the nature
of all things when perceived from a carnal perspective.
Agape and compassion can be perverted into lust. Esteem
and honor corrupted into pride and hubris. The desires of
the few become the mandate for the masses. The swastika,
once a universal symbol of the sun and life, has now been
corrupted and perverted, in a short time and by a very few,
almost beyond recognition. And thus, so are the working
tools of Freemasonry perverted in the 3rd Degree.
The first assassin strikes at the throat with a 24 inch gage:
a rule. The word rule, in Latin, literally translates as “a
straight stick”. It also, in Latin, also translates synonymously
with the word “canon” or law.
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The throat, containing the organs of speech, is assaulted.
Free speech, free press and ultimately, free thought and
therefore, free conscious, become under attack by the
despotically wielded rule of law by any powers that be; be
it through legislation against the individual, or by control
of the media and press, either done overtly or covertly.
There are very few willing to speak up against those who are
signing their paychecks.
The second assassin strikes at the heart with the symbol
of virtue and justice. The heart symbolizes the collective
wisdom of the soul and the seat of consciousness. It
represents not what we want the outer world to see, but it is
who we really are. When one’s lofty virtues are not tempered
with tolerance, when severity is not measured with mercy,
the scales of justice are thrown out of balance. To the soul,
the intent one has is just as important as the actions one
takes. At times there seems to be a fine line between justice
and revenge; or the slaughter of a scapegoat. When just
law and the concept of virtue become contorted, these
distinctions can no longer be observed and distinguished.
We allow ourselves to be enveloped in a self-induced fog;
our desires and passions take control of all of our objective
reasons or compassions. When we no longer keep the scales
in balance, we inevitably fall into our more base nature.
The third assassin destroys the seat of perception and
intellect with a fatal blow of the setting maul. The setting
maul, which adjusts and sets the stone, represents the
implement of enraged thought combined with brute force
used maliciously, either by the populace or by the powers
that be. Faulty rationalization takes the place of sound
reasoning. Perception is scurried, and the world is seen
from only one perspective. We look for ways to legitimatize
and justify our preconceived notions and ignore or dispute
anything which points to the contrary of our own views.
Ignorance becomes honored in place of innocence and
intelligence is viewed as arrogance. The cunning and clever
are held in greater esteem than the wise and thoughtful.
Those speaking truth are deemed suspect, while those who
perpetuate propaganda are praised.
These three assassins represent the struggles for balance
and truth within each of us that we must be ever vigilant
of. They represent the dark side in each of us: our ambition,
fanaticism, and ignorance. Just as the virtues of reason,
compassion, and harmony are represented by our GM HA.
The choice is up to each individual which he chooses to
emulate. —Brother Alfred A. Matthews, PM
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The Winged Lion & EpEe Flamberge

Serene beauty of the San Marcos River
For the last 1200 years, the traditional symbol used for
Saint Mark has been the winged lion and some assert
that it is because of how he describes John the Baptist
“crying out in the wilderness” (Mark 1:3), analogous to
a lion roaring in the desert.

Interestingly, one of the four winged creatures in
Ezekiel’s vision (Chapter I) is a lion, and the same four
winged creatures (man, eagle, bull and lion) are again
described in Revelations; Christian interpretations
have supposed these four creatures to represent the
four Gospel writers Mathew (the man), Luke (the bull
or ox), John (the eagle), and Mark (the lion).
These four creatures also correspond to the four
elements of classical thought, which are air (man /
Mathew), earth (the bull / Luke), water (eagle / John),
and fire (the lion / Mark). These four creatures also
correspond directly to the four fixed signs of the
zodiac namely, Aquarius (man / Mathew), Taurus (bull
/ Luke), Scorpio (eagle / John), and Leo (lion / Mark).
These connections are not incidental and well worth
study and consideration.
Continues next page
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The winged lion is also an ancient Babylonian symbol
that generally denotes power and strength.

The new San Marcos symbolic shield has a winged lion
with a flamberge tiler’s sword above it. It is plated in
24K gold, the metal which is associated with the sun
and the alchemist’s spiritual goal, the point within the
circle, and the perfect ashlar.

If you recall, the wavy Tiler’s sword emulates the
cherubim who protected the way to the Tree of Life
with a flaming sword after Adam and Eve were
banished from the Garden of Eden. San Marcos Lodge
has a proper Tiler’s sword and our symbolic shield
embraces this ancient Masonic archetype.
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The specific design for the winged lion on our
symbolic shield is derived from a jewelry artifact
dating to 380 B.C. and the Achaemenid Empire of
Emperor Artaxerxes II, in what is now called Iran.
The Masonic connection between the winged lion of Persia
and the same symbol being used for Saint Mark is this:
Masonry recognizes and promotes the Brotherhood
of Man, which specifically means that as Masons, we
are charged with accepting ALL men of ALL faiths
with love and confirmation. The winged lion symbol
of the ancient Babylonians and medieval Christian
iconography is a direct proof of this Masonic Truth.
We are all connected and Children of the same Father.
The symbolic shield of San Marcos 342 illustrates
through symbols that Masonry guards and protects
the sacred Truth that ALL men are manifested from
the same source and that strength is required to
maintain this inviolable Masonic conviction, lest it be
overpowered by men who refuse to see the Light and
impose spiritual tyranny on mankind.
The lapel pin of San Marcos Lodge 342 has no Square
and Compasses, the Craft is replete with those symbols
which conspicuously remind us of that the Spiritual
World should prevail over the Material World in our
lives. The Square and Compasses branding has been
so overused that its relevance is almost meaningless
and its true meaning is rarely promoted within our
own ranks. San Marcos 342’s symbolic shield is new,
meaningful, inspirational, and will hopefully refocus
our spiritual energies to those tenets, which are pure
Masonic philosophy and articulated within our sacred
and blessed Obligations.
The symbolic shield of San Marcos Lodge 342 is a
fresh reminder that being a Mason is ancient, it is
Universal, and it is not easy. Let all of us as initiated
Brothers, join in solemn prayer and dedication that
we will renew and continue our commitment to the
Masonic philosophy, which we all swore to uphold and
defend. Love your neighbor as yourself and support
your Brother in his time of need, Amen. God Bless San
Marcos Lodge #342—Brother John Tolbert
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Galveston Scottish Rite Egyptian room

Emerald Tablet | San Marcos 342

Early in the New Year, 2013, Page 9

RECOMMENDED READING
The Perennial Philosophy
(1945) is a comparative study
of mysticism by British
novelist Aldous Huxley.
Its title derives from the
theological tradition of the
philosophia perennis. “The
Perennial Philosophy is
an attempt to present this
Highest Common Factor of
all theologies by assembling
passages from the writings
of those saints and prophets
who have approached a
direct spiritual knowledge of the Divine...” “In this
profoundly important work, Mr. Huxley provides us
with an absolute standard of faith by which we can judge
both our moral depravity as individuals and the insane
and often criminal behaviour of the national societies we
have created.”—Wikipedia

The Red Book, also
known as Liber Novus, is
a 205-page manuscript
written and illustrated by
Swiss psychiatrist Carl
Gustav Jung between
approximately 1914
and 1930, prepared
for publication by The
Philemon Foundation
and published by W.
W. Norton & Co. on
October 7, 2009. Until
2001, his heirs denied
scholars access to the book, which he began after a
falling-out with Sigmund Freud in 1913. Jung originally
titled the manuscript Liber Novus, meaning A New Book
in Latin, but it was informally known and published as
The Red Book. The book is written in calligraphic text
and contains many illuminations.—Wikipedia

Robin Lane Fox, a lecturer
in Ancient History at
Oxford, presents a detailed
and scholarly account of
Christianity and paganism
prior to Constantine. He
decribes pagan oracles,
festivals, and cultic
practices as they related to
civic and community life
in third-century Roman
Empire; then, comparing
these with Christian
practices, he discusses
the possible reasons for
Christianity’s ultimate triumph. Along the way, certain
misconceptions are dispelled: Roman paganism was
not dying out, as is sometimes supposed, nor was early
Christianity primarily a religion of slaves. In fact,
the Church had elements that made it unexpectedly
attractive to all classes. The chapter on Constantine
gives new insight into the reasons for his conversion. An
excellent and readable account of a fascinating subject.
Highly recommended. C. Robert Nixon, MLS, West
Lafayette, Ind.—Amazon.com

Temple Builder,
Craftsmen and Artisans
alike, will find much for
study and consideration
within these pages. Here
are keys which, if only
read, will leave the reader
still in ignorance but,
if lived, will change the
speculative Masonry of
today into the operative
Masonry of tomorrow,
when each builder,
realizing his own place,
will see things which he
never saw before, not because they were not there, but
because he was blind. And there are none so blind as
those who will not see. A book for the Mason and nonMason. As a contribution to Masonic idealism, revealing
the profounder aspects of an ancient Fraternity which
has always wrought for the benefit of mankind, the book
is one to be read over and over again. The Egyptian
Initiate has been added to this edition and readers will
find it interesting and enlightening.—Amazon.com
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